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is not military. The most of oar satirical journals have 
in every number one or two columns devoted to carica- 
turing the officer. 

" The prestige of the armed nation is actually in the 
stages of decline, in spite of all the efforts of the Govern- 
ment to increase the military strength of the Empire. 
The test made by the dissolution of the Reichstag has 
not turned to the advantage of the Emperor, although the 
enlargement of the army was at last voted. The 
spectre of revenge and of socialism had to be exhibited 
throughout the country in order to secure a small transfer 
of majority in the Reichstag. But the general feeling, 
to-day as before, is that the military expenses are exces- 
sive. Germany bears them more easily than Italy ; she 
nevertheless feels their weight. Since 1870 Germany has 
been growing poorer. Agriculture, deprived of the arm 
which the barracks take from it, is in full decline ; the 
emigration which takes place is almost entirely at its 
expense ; for it is especially the agricultural classes which 
go to seek their fortune beyond the seas. In certain 
parts of the country, the misery is profound and the 
discontent general. One cannot be astonished therefore 
at the progress made by socialism among the masses. 
The chances all certainly are that in a few years it will 
obtain the upperhand. Moderate in its movements, 
practical, not turning aside to declamation, it is daily 
increasing its popularity. And, a thing which is remark- 
able, it is gaining ground, although the chief feature of 
its program is the reduction of the military burdens. 

" That is perhaps the reason of the favor which it 
enjoys among the people. Furthermore, the socialist 
party is to-day the principal representative of the philo- 
sophic school in Germany and the most decided adver- 
sary of political autocracy. 

"Thus there exist in the Empire active elements which 
are boldly attacking the military condition, and they will 
certainly succeed in making serious breaches in this 
edifice so solid in appearance." 

The change which this letter indicates is taking place 
in Germany and which our own observations lead us to 
think is not here overstated, is not confined by any means 
to that country. Every nation in Europe is affected more 
or less in the same way. The tyranny of militarism, 
which has been consuming the people's millions in order 
to forge the chains of their own slavery, is doomed to die 
along with all other tyrannies. 



NOTES AND COMMENTS. 



SPECIAL OFFER. 

We have in the office of the Advocate a new Worces- 
ter's Unabridged Dictionary, bound in half morocco, retail 
price $12. We will give this dictionary to any one who 
will send us, before the first of May, the names of twelve 
new subscribers to the Advocate of Peace, with the 
money for the same. This dictionary is unsurpassed. 
This is an excellent opportunity for some young man or 
woman, some student, to get a dictionary for nothing ex- 
cept a little work. If more than one sends in the requisite 
number of names, we will send the others either an un- 
abridged Webster or Worcester, bound in sheep. 



The Sixth Universal Peace Congress will probably be 
held at Anvers, Belgium, during the last week of August. 
The Interparliamentary Peace Conference is to be held at 
The Hague, the fourth, fifth and sixth of September, and 
the Committee of nine appointed at Chicago to arrange 
for the holding of the Sixth Universal Peace Congress 
will almost certainly conclude that the previous week will 
be the most suitable one for the Congress. There prom- 
ises to be more interest in these meetings this year than 
ever before, and we shall take pleasure in keeping our 
readers informed of the progress of the preparations. 
Anvers will be chosen because of the Universal Exposi- 
tion to be held there. 

The statement that went out through the Associated 
Press that the Committee recently announced on the sub- 
ject of an International Arbitration Tribunal was ap- 
pointed by the American Peace Society was incorrect and 
misleading. The American Peace Society as such had 
nothing to do with it. The Committee appointed at 
Chicago to select the Committee for this service was 
named by the Peace Congress and acted under its in- 
structions. 

The names were given to the Press reporter with a 
correct statement of the origin of the Committee, and we 
are sorry that for some reason he made the reference to 
the American Peace Society. The other two members of 
the nominating Committee, Afred H. Love and Dr. W. 
Evans Darby, worked faithfully with the Secretary of 
the American Peace Society, the third member of the 
Committee, in selecting the jurists and publicists whose 
names were published, and are entitled to as much credit 
as he in the matter. In this connection we wish to say 
that Messrs. Butler and Brainerd of New York rendered 
the Committee valuable assistance in making their selec- 
tion. This explanation is due to those who may have 
seen the statement that the American Peace Society had 
authorized the Committee, which was in no sense true. 

We are glad to learn that a group of members of the 
Interparliamentary Peace League is to be formed at 
Washington. Representatives McCreary of Kentucky, 
Price of Louisiana and Bingham of Pennsylvania, with 
the co-operation of a number of Senators, have under- 
taken to form the organization. The membership of the 
Interparliamentary Peace League which was organized in 
1889 at Paris has grown to two hundred or more, but up 
to this time our own Congress has not been represented 
in it, except that one member attended the Paris meeting. 
This lack of participation has not been from a want of 
sympathy with the purposes of the League, but rather 
because of the distance and consequent difficulty of taking 
an active part in its proceedings. Now that the move- 
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meat is inaugurated at Washington it ought to grow 
rapidly and bring into it practically the whole of our 
Congress, for though there may be much less need of the 
work of the League on this side of the water than in 
Europe, yet our Representatives ought to give their un- 
divided support to this great international movement 
which is very soon to make war impossible even in Europe. 
This League, as we have often said, is building up rapidly 
a Peace party in every parliament of Europe, which will 
stand as a bulwark against any war measures which are 
likely to arise. 

When the new French Ambassador to England, Mr. 
Decrais, arrived in London in January, a deputation from 
the International Arbitration and Peace Association called 
upon him and welcomed him in the following address : 

" The undersigned have the honor of giving you a 
hearty welcome in the name of the International Arbitra- 
tion and Peace Association. 

" Our Association counts among its members and sup- 
porters many distinguished men who belong to different 
nationalities and to different parties. We are fortunately 
in continued relations with several French Societies, whose 
object is the same as ours. 

"We have always attached great importance to the 
maintenance of cordial relations between France and 
England. A good understanding between the two peo- 
ples and a just appreciation of their respective merits can 
not fail to promote their mutual prosperity. 

"Their geographical position, the commercial bonds 
uniting them, their common services to the cause of reli- 
gious and political liberty impose upon them the moral 
obligation to labor together in the great work of civiliza- 
tion and progress. It is the duty of these two peoples to 
unite together in a friendly manner for the solution, in a 
practical way, of the questions arising in their interna- 
tional relations. 

" These motives, as well as the esteem and friendship 
which we feel for the French people, have inspired us 
with an earnest desire to express in person to your Excel- 
lency our sincere wishes that your sojourn amongst us may 
strengthen and render closer the bonds which for a long 
time have united the two neighbors France and England." 

The French Ambassador, in responding, said that he 
took great interest in what was being done in this spirit 
of concord, and expressed the pleasure which he felt in 
receiving the deputation. 

We learn from the Echo, London, that Mr. Lacaze, a 
French journalist of Berlin, recently called his German 
confreres together in that city, and was listened to with 
the greatest interest while he gave them his views on the 
pacification of Europe. 

" The members of the Press," he said, " were all citi- 
zens of the world, and, as such, were bound to work for 
its welfare. In view of the pressing need of dealing with 
the great social problems of the present time, it was abso- 
lutely necessary to change the present precarious condi- 



tion of Europe, so as to bring about security and confi- 
dence between nations. There must be peace and one 
that was not armed. The age of the sword had passed. 
This was the age of mind, and its mission was to create 
the union of nations. The Press should be its priesthood, 
and it therefore inaugurated the Federation of Writers, 
as manifested in the recent assembly of journalists in 
London. Hitherto the Press had involuntarily been the 
means of diffusing prejudice and hatred, but they would 
now redeem that error; and spread ideas of fraternity. 
Thanks to the Press, peace societies were growing every- 
where, and one had now been founded in Berlin. It was 
a mistake to say that France was wanting in peaceful 
proclivities ; indeed, the nature of her government and 
constitution was a guaranty against war. It should be 
remembered, too, that 70,000 Germans trusted themselves 
to the protection of the citizens of Paris. In the year 
1900 France would invite all the world to a friendly com- 
petition in the triumphs of mind and labor, and for that 
reason an effort is now being made to conclude a six 
years' truce, which shall be a means of realizing what 
peace means. Why should they not, on that occasion, 
welcome in Paris the Emperor of Germany standing by 
the side of the Emperor of Russia ? It remains with the 
Press to have the honor of gaining over the people every- 
where to the cause of peace. Seas and rivers should no 
longer divide the nations from each other, or deprive 
them of a common inheritance. The world, as it rises in 
enlightenment, rises toward unity." 

Mr. Pratt, who writes the account in the Echo, thinks 
the action of Mr. Lacaze a " singular manifestation of 
journalistic conscience." The spirit of the Press, which 
after all is only the spirit of the time, is rapidly siding 
with the cause of peace. 

We are glad to give on another page nearly the whole 
of an editorial which recently appeared in the Union Sig- 
nal, the organ of the national W. C. T. U. It takes the 
most decided stand against the movement in the G. A. R. 
to secure military instruction in all the schools of the 
country. It is certain that when the real meaning of this 
movement comes to be thoughfully considered and com- 
prehended many more of both the religious and secular 
journals will take a bold stand against it. Let all who 
would see our civil and religious liberties preserved from 
the encroachments of a heartless military tyranny make 
their power felt before it is too late. Many of the 
schools of the country are already asking the Secretary of 
War to send them army officers to give instruction. 
There are not officers to send, but the demand, if it is not 
arrested, will soon create a supply. 

The briefs in the boundary arbitration case between 
Brazil and Argentina were given to President Cleveland 
on the 10th ult. The two nations agreed beforehand that 
the case should be decided solely on the presentation 
made in these briefs. Hon. Josiah Quincy, ex- Assistant 
Secretary of State, was asked by the representative of 
the Argentine Republic to assist him in properly prepar- 
ing his brief in English. This he did, giving two months 
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to the work. The criticisms which we have seen of Mr. 
Quincy for undertaking this work are entirely unworthy 
of attention. The arbitration was arranged for under the 
the Harrison administration, and Mr. Quincy had nothing 
to do with it while he was in the State Department. 
President Cleveland will decide the case on the merits of 
the briefs, as soon as he shall find time to examine them, 
and we have no doubt that the decision will be made 
fairly and that it will be cheerfully submitted to by the 
two nations. 

A Massachusetts Branch of the "Daughters of the 
Revolution " was established on the 25th of January last. 
The second article of the Constitution which gives the ob- 
jects of the society is as follows : 

" Art. ii. The objects of the Society shall be to keep 
alive among its members and their descendants, and 
throughout the community, the patriotic spirit of the men 
and women who achieved American Independence ; to 
collect and secure for preservation the manuscript rolls, 
records and other documents relating to the war of the 
American Revolution, and provide a place for their pres- 
ervation and a fund for their purchase ; to encourage his- 
torical research in relation to such Revolution and to pub- 
lish its results ; to promote and assist in the proper cele- 
bration of prominent events relating to or connected with 
the war of the Revolution ; to promote social intercourse 
and the feeling of fellowship among its members, and ' to 
provide a home for and furnish assistance to such as may 
be impoverished when it is in power to do so.' " 

With the objects of this organization we all ought to 
sympathize, provided the patriotic spirit which it is pro- 
posed to keep alive shall be in harmony with the increas- 
ingly pacific spirit of our time. It will be greatly to be 
deplored if this or any other of the patriotic organizations 
of this country shall purposely or unintentionally fan into 
life the mutual animosity which long existed between us and 
the mother country, but which lately has been rapidly de- 
creasing. This animosity ought not simply to be allowed 
to die out, but forced to do so. There are but few sen- 
sible men in England who do not now condemn the atti- 
tude taken by that country toward the American colonies. 
To this changed sentiment every American ought heartily 
to respond. 

It is our sacred duty to cherish true love for our own 
country, but it is no longer patriotic, indeed it never was, 
to foster a hatred for any other country. 

All the daughters of liberty should be daughters of 
peace and good will. 

On February 19th Emperor William went to Frieder- 
ichsruhe to return Prince Bismarck's visit. They met 
with kisses. Kisses of peace, we hope. 

Mr. Ducommun, Secretary of the International Peace 
Bureau, has this to say in the Autographic Correspondence 
about the desirability of co-operation between the Com- 
mittee of the Chicago Peace Congress on an International 



Tribunal, the Committee for the same purpose appointed 
at the last meeting of the Society for the Reform and 
Codification of International Law, and a Committee ap- 
pointed at Berne in 1892 to study the subject of a code 
of International Arbitration. 

" A fusion of the three Committees for the common 
study of the questions raised is not probable ; but it will 
be a great advantage to have brought about a sort of co- 
operation by the bringing together and collective study of 
the plans and reports elaborated independently of each 
other. Besides, though the two questions of an arbitra- 
tion code and the institution of a tribunal are closely re- 
lated, yet there will be an advantage in their being sepa- 
rately examined." 

Fighting has continued in Brazil during February in 
much the same desultory way as heretofore. The rebel 
steamer Venus has been sunk by the explosion of a shell 
in her magazine. Four officers and thirty men were 
killed. This disaster has much discouraged the insur- 
gents, whose cause seems clearly on the decline. The 
Republica ran aground in the harbor of Rio during one 
of the bombardments. The pilot was suspected and 
ordered shot by Admiral Mello. The Nictheroy has 
arrived at Rio and landed three hundred and fifty men. 
During the general election, March 1st, peace is to be 
observed by both sides, and it is hoped that the result of 
the election may put an end to the war. 

A new four-page semi-monthly paper has been started 
in Boston called the American Arbitrator. Its object is 
" to bring about a better state of feeling between capital 
and labor by the adjustment of all difficulties, both 
national and individual, by Arbitration — to restore con- 
fidence among the people, revive business, utilize dor- 
mant forces that prosperity may abound in all our bor- 
ders." The paper has reached its third number. 

British forces recently landed on the west coast of 
Africa to punish Chief Fodisilah, a notorious slave trader 
in the region of the British colony of Gambia, were 
drawn into an ambuscade by the followers of Fodisilah 
and suffered a severe disaster. Three officers and ten 
men were killed and forty-seven wounded. Operations 
against Fodisilah have been renewed. 

A considerable number of collegesand universities 
have already sent word that some of their Seniors and 
Juniors will compete for the prizes offered by the Ameri- 
can Peace Society for the best three essays on "The 
Economic Waste of War. " This offer of prizes has been 
widely noticed in the general press. 

The Russo-German Commercial treaty recently nego- 
tiated is under discussion in the Reichstag. The Em- 
peror is reported to have said that the rejection of the 
treaty will mean war. We do not believe this is true, 
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and are sorry to see such an argument used by an Em- 
peror. The strong opposition which the treaty is en- 
countering in the Reichstag is to some extent political but 
more largely commercial. On the 27th ult. Chancellor 
von Caprivi made a strong defence of the treaty, saying 
that it would promote peaceful relations between the two 
countries. 

There is no doubt of the correctness of this statement 
and we are glad to believe that the treaty will be ratified. 
France and Germany ought to enter into similar commer- 
cial relations. 

The Secretary of the American Peace Society gave two 
lectures at Manchester, N. H., on the 24th and 25th of 
February. The first on " The Colossal Crime of Europe," 
the second on " A Century of Peace-Making." 



PERSONAL MENTION. 

Dr. Philip S. Moxom has resigned the pastorate of 
the First Baptist Church of Boston which he has held for 
eight years and accepted a unanimous call to the First 
Congregational Church of Springfield. He will be greatly 
missed in Boston of whose life he has become in so many 
ways a conspicuous part. 

Dr. Moxom has for many years been one of the 
Directors of the American Peace Society and has entered 
heartily into the advocacy of the cause which the Society 
represents. He has twice represented the Society in the 
Peace Congresses of Europe and was also one of its dele- 
gates to the Chicago Congress in August last. His 
sermon before this Congress on the " Social and Moral 
Aspects of War," since printed in pamphlet form by the 
American Peace Society, was a most able and eloquent 
presentation of the unreasonableness and the immorality 
of war. 

The Advocate wishes Dr. Moxom abundant success in 
his new field of labor in winning men to truth and right- 
eousness and in training them to the practical acceptance 
and application in their lives and work of the principles 
of Him who is yet to be the bond of real union between 
all men and all peoples. 

Mr. James M. Beck of the Philadelphia Bar, whose 
Fourth of July oration last summer before the city 
authorities was a strong plea for peace, gave a lecture on 
"Peace and War" in the Second Moravian Church of 
Philadelphia on the evening of February 1st. 

Rev. William G. Hubbard, one of the Vice-Presidents 
of the American Peace Society and Superintendent of the 
American Railway Literary Union, has been delivering 
lectures on peace and arbitration this winter in various 
towns of New England and other parts of the country . 



The Item of Lynn, Mass., says that he "is possessed of 
rare talent for the office in which he is engaged, that of 
general lecturer on the subject of Peace and International 
Arbitration for the Peace Association of the American 
Friends. He is a man whose stirring eloquence, rich 
humor and wide acquaintance with his subject eminently 
fit him for the lecture field, and he has the hearty com- 
mendation of all who listened to him." 

We are sorry to have to chronicle the death of Mrs. 
N. W. Lewers of Hopedale, Mass. She was one of the 
most genuine friends of peace we have ever met. She 
was almost the life of the Massachusetts Branch of the 
Universal Peace Union. She was not widely known, but 
she did what many people are not true enough and humble 
enough to do ; she went to work conscientiously and thor- 
oughly to build up the cause in her own neighborhood. 
If all the friends of humanity would do for a single year, 
as we have known her to do, the cause would go forward 
with a mighty stride. 

George W. Childs, editor and proprietor of the Phila- 
delphia Public Ledger, who died on the 3d of February, 
has left behind him a reputation for genuineness, noble- 
ness and generosity of character that any saint on the 
other side might well covet. He was a rich man, but he 
was the master of his wealth. He began work with a 
salary of $3 per week and closed his career worth five 
millions, after having spent every year large sums of 
money in religious and philanthropic ways. He was one 
of the kindest and noblest of employers, treating all his 
employees as brethren. He was a genuine friend of 
peace and opened the columns of the Ledger freely to the 
interests of the cause, and often spoke helpfully to those 
engaged in its advocacy. 

Senator White of Louisiana has been appointed by 
President Cleveland to the vacancy in the Supreme Court. 
He was at once confirmed by the Senate. 

John Y. McKane, the Gravesend political boss, has been 
convicted and sentenced to six years at hard labor in 
Sing Sing. In the abstract, but few people are glad to 
see any man have to be sent to prison, but this convic- 
tion is an encouraging sign that political corruption is not 
supreme even in and around New York. Conscience and 
purity are still in honor. 

Hon. E. J. Phelps, Professor of International Law in 
the Yale Law School, has been dangerously ill but is now 
convalescent. He will probably give up his work in the 
school for the rest of the year. This will be a great 
disappointment to the student, as his lectures this year 
would have been enriched by his experience and obser- 
vation as senior American counsel in the Behring Sea 
Arbitration. 



